
Privet,

Well you’ve made it this far and for that I am thankful. Maybe this is your first time ever 
considering traveling with our church on a missions trip, or perhaps your heartstrings have been 
tugged on for years as we’ve shared our stories and photos from these orphaned children who 
have stolen our hearts. Either way, I want to say thank you for responding to God’s nudging 
regarding you coming on this trip. This entire packet is filled with all sorts of information you’ll 
need to prepare. I’m available every step of the way to help and support you in bringing Jesus’ 
loving touch and joy to these children. Let’s get started...

          -Jesse Snipes

Russia Orphanage Ministry Background
Many children in this vast and complex country are "social orphans." While some have lost 
parents to death, many have been orphaned because of alcohol abuse, economic, or other 
social factors. In many areas of Russian society, the word "orphan" is often synonymous with 
"worthless."

Life in an institution has left them completely unprepared to manage simple tasks of life – or 
make good choices about relationships, who to trust, or how to spend their time. No guidance 
and no accountability mean no compass. Orphaned girls are especially vulnerable to 
prostitution and sex trafficking.

Over the past decade, Capo Beach Calvary has partnered with three specific orphanages in 
the Kostroma region.  These orphanages have become virtual extensions of our own church as 
our members have directly sponsored hundreds of these orphans. As a community, we not only 
engage with these orphanages through sponsorship but also through trips which give us the 
opportunity to be physical reminders to the children that there is an entire church body who 
loves them, prays for them and has a vested interest in their lives.

Trip Overview 

Our focus on this trip has been and always will be the children whom God has put under our 
care. We will travel long distances, battle fatigue, deal with each others issues, eat bland food, 
and sleep on less than ideal mattresses all for the sake of being representatives and reminders of 
Christ’s love for these children. At each of the three orphanages we take full advantage of the 
time we have. We balance our time between unstructured hang-out time with the children, 
planned games and crafts, organized birthday parties, and sometimes skits and performances. 
In everything we do with the children, whether playing games, painting faces, giving manicures, 
touring their rooms, celebrating birthdays, sharing stories, discussing the bible, or walking to the 
market, we remind ourselves that we may in fact be their only visitor that year and thus even our 
smallest acts of kindness speak volumes to their self esteem and their understanding of a God 
who loves them. 
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Steps To Sign Up
After seeking the Lord about your decision to join us in Russia and making your final 
decision, follow this checklist in order to ensure that you are signed up and on track.

Fill out the “Short-Term Application” and turn it into the church office with a $250 deposit 
check or online deposit payment (see payment methods below). If you are a returning 
traveler and your information has not change there is no need to fill out the application 
again. 

You will then be contacted by Jesse or Craig with any follow up questions or concerns. 
Once approved, you’re part of the team.

Purchase your plane ticket (see below).

Turn in your passport and 1 passport photo (see instructions)

Submit your visa application online (see instructions)

When instructed, print, sign and turn in your visa application to Jesse. 

Attend team meetings (2-3 meetings TBD before we travel)

Flight Details
Over the years we’ve learned that purchasing group tickets for this specific trip is not the best 
choice. So each traveler will need to purchase their own ticket. Please match the itinerary 
below so that you will be traveling with our group. If for some reason you must leave from a 
different airport or at a different time, contact me prior to purchasing your tickets. I’ve found the 
best way to book tickets on Aeroflot airlines is through a site such as priceline.com or 
travelocity.com rather than directly on Aeroflot’s website. 

Departing Flight Return Flight

Fri, Apr 27, 2012
Depart: 04:25 pm Los Angeles, CA (LAX)
Arrive: 03:40 pm Moscow, Russian Federation 
(SVO) Next day

Aeroflot, Flight 107 
Non-stop
Total Travel Time: 12 hrs 15 mins

Wed, May 9, 2012
Depart: 01:00 pm Moscow, Russian Federation 
(SVO)
Arrive: 02:45 pm Los Angeles, CA (LAX)

Aeroflot, Flight 106
Non-stop
Total Travel Time: 12 hrs 45 mins
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Ground Fees and Payments
Due to the constant fluctuation of transportation and hotel costs we are only provided with an 
estimated ground fee from Children’s Hopechest. The final amount will be confirmed as we 
approach the trip date. 

Right now the estimation is about $1780 which includes all ground transportation, food, lodging, 
translator/staff fees, and visa processing fees. You will only be responsible for airport food while 
traveling and personal souvenirs. 

Payments

An initial deposit of $250 is required to secure your spot on the trip. 
A second deposit of $250 is due by March 4th.
Final payment of the remaining balance is due April 8th. 

Methods of payments

Check: must have “Russia Trip - your name” in the memo. Turn into the church office any time. 

Credit Card: either in person in the church office or online at capobeachcalvary.com/online. 
Login using your username then click on “registrations”. Find “Russia Trip 2012” and click 
“register”. 

Sponsorship From Others

Other individuals or companies may donate towards this trip and receive a tax deduction. If the 
donor requires a receipt, they or yourself must contact our accounting department to arrange 
that. Any donation from another person must have “Russia Trip - your name” in the memo. In the 
event you are unable to go on the trip these funds must be used for general costs for this specific 
trip and can not be transferred, refunded or held for future trips. 

Cancelations

Trips will be confirmed upon receipt of this signed agreement and your initial deposit.  Children’s 
HopeChest prefers for cancellation notices to be received in writing and signed by the trip 
leader. Children’s HopeChest understands the changing nature of today’s world. As a result, we 
have adopted the following cancellation policy for your team as a whole. Initial deposits are 
nonrefundable. If your group or an individual team member should cancel:

11 or more weeks from trip date: 100% refund minus expenses already paid

6-10 weeks from trip date: 50% refund minus initial deposit.

0-5 weeks from trip date: No refund guaranteed. CHC reserves the right to evaluate each 
cancellation on an individual basis.

Funds from cancelled team trips may be applied to future trips for up to one year. The amount to 
be applied will be the total cost of the trip, minus the non-refundable deposit and any costs 
already incurred from visa processing and reservations overseas.
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PASSPORTS & VISA APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
  

(Required for travel to Russia) 
 

Note: EACH TRAVELER SHOULD RECIEVE THESE INSTRUCTIONS.  
 

• CHILDREN’S HOPECHEST MUST HAVE YOUR PASSPORT IN ORDER TO GET THE NECESSARY 
DOCUMENTATION FOR TRAVEL IN RUSSIA.  

 
Please check the following BEFORE sending us your passport!  Thank you! 

 
• IS IT SIGNED?  

o We will have to send your passport back to you to sign, as it is invalid without a signature.  
 

• DOES IT HAVE VALID DATES? 
o Passport must be valid within 6 months of your travel time.  In other words, the “Date of 

Expiration” needs to be at least six months after your return date.  This is imperative, as you 
will not be issued a Letter of Invitation or visa if your passport expires within six months of 
your travel dates.  

 
• DOES IT HAVE BLANK “VISA” PAGES? 

o There must be one COMPLETELY blank page in your passport for your Russian visa. If you 
do not have blank pages available, you will need to send your passport in for additional 
pages to be added. This does not include the “Addendum Pages” in the back of your 
passport. (Please note that if a page has any kind of leaked ink from stamps, etc. on it, it is 
considered unusable.)  

 
• OBTAINING ADDITIONAL VISA PAGES 

If you require additional visa pages in your passport, please visit: http://travel.state.gov. Please do this 
immediately.  

 
• DO YOU HAVE AN OFFICIAL PASSPORT/VISA PHOTO? 

o IMPORTANT: The guidelines for your visa application photo are VERY specific.  Please follow the 
guidelines listed below when obtaining your official photos: 

• No smiling 
• No frowning 
• Do not show any teeth in photo 
• No sunglasses (prescription glasses only) 
• No photos six months or older 
 

Following these guidelines will help to ensure that you will be able to obtain a 
Russian visa. 

 
 
• IS THE VISA APPLICATION FILLED OUT CORRECTLY?  

o IMPORTANT – As of JULY 1, 2011, the Russian Embassy is requiring that ALL visa 
applications must be filled out online.  Visa applications must be filled out at 
http://evisa.kdmid.ru/ .  

o Please read all instructions for the Russian Visa Application. (See attached instructions.)  
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• PLEASE NOTE: 
 

o While Children’s HopeChest understands that there are many unavoidable situations, failure to miss 
any of the above items can result in your Russian visa being delayed or NOT approved in time for 
your trip. Children’s HopeChest will not be held responsible for a Russian visa not being approved 
due to any of the above items being omitted. 

 
o IF YOU HAVE ANY MEMBERS OF YOUR TEAM WHO ARE 14 OR YOUNGER, IT IS REQUIRED 

THAT WE HAVE A COPY OF HIS/HER BIRTH CERTIFICATE. If we do not have this, we will be 
unable to obtain a Letter of Invitation or Russian visa.  

 
o IF A TRAVELER NEEDS HIS/HER PASSPORT DURING THE TIME WE NEED IT: 

 
• Due to the lengthy processing time for a Russian visa, we require our traveler’s passports in 

advance.  We understand travelers may also need to travel on their passport for personal 
trips elsewhere during the time we would need it.  We do not want any of our travelers to be 
inconvenienced during this time. Therefore, we will provide you with guidelines on how this 
should be handled.  Should you have any questions about this, please contact your Partner 
Relations Coordinator. 

 
1) If you need to travel with your passport 12 weeks to 5 weeks prior to your Russia trip, it 
is essential that you or your trip leader inform Children’s HopeChest one week before 
your passport is needed.  In addition, your Partner Relations Coordinator MUST know 
your travel dates, as we must plan when we will receive your passport back in our office.  
We ask that your passport is still sent in to our office with your initial paperwork so that 
we can scan and review the passport. This ensures that we have all the information 
needed in order to process your visa.  

 
Once the traveler has returned from their trip, we ask that the passport is sent via 
FedEx/UPS back to our office as soon as possible so we may continue to move forward 
with the visa process. 

 
2) The final steps in obtaining a Russian visa takes place five to two weeks prior to the 
trip.  We must have all passports in our office five weeks prior to your trip departure.  This 
is a necessary step, as it ensures that we have enough time to get your visa processed at 
the Russian Embassy in Washington D.C.  If we receive passports back later than five 
weeks prior to departure, there could be additional costs incurred, and we risk not getting 
the visa back in time.  
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Visa Application Instructions 
 
 
The Visa application process is probably the most tedious and time-consuming document you will fill 
out.  Here at Children’s HopeChest, we take great care to ensure your application is filled out correctly 
before it is sent to the Russian Embassy for them to meticulously scrutinize. Please note that with the 
new online visa application, if there is missing information and/or blanks, you will not be allowed to 
continue in the application process. The embassy is very strict and it is of the utmost importance that 
you fill out your visa application correctly and in its entirety.  We ask that you have “concentrated, 
undisturbed” time to fill out your application. THANK YOU in advance for taking the time to fill out this 
application correctly! 
 
 

o PLEASE FOLLOW THESE IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: 
 

! As of July 1, 2011 ALL visa applications must be filled out online at http://evisa.kdmid.ru/ . We have 
asked your trip leader to follow the directions indicated at this site to receive a ‘Declarant ID’ and 
password.  The entire team will utilize this ID and password, and will save their applications so that 
the entire team’s applications can be found in the same place.  The trip leader will also share this ID 
and password with your trip planner at CHC so that s/he can fill in certain important information.  
(Note: Trip leaders, please print off a copy of your ID and password when it appears on the 
screen, as it tends to be quite complicated!) 

! White out can no longer be used to edit a visa application that has been printed and signed. If there is 
an error on the application, you must re-enter your account, correct the error, print the application 
again, and resign the corrected copy.  

! Every question must be answered in its entirety. 
o This includes ALL phone numbers and address, especially for employment, colleges, and 

schools. 
! If a question does not apply to you, please put ‘N/A’ in the appropriate space.  It is important that no 

section is left completely blank – with the new process, this is made very clear, as the system will not 
allow you to move forward if key information is missing.  

! PLEASTE NOTE: Do not print your visa application to send to CHC until your trip leader has 
notified you that your CHC trip planner has entered specific information on your application.  
The specific ‘travel dates’ and specific Letter of Invitation number will not be assigned until 
later in the planning process. These items must be in the completed document before it is printed 
and signed, or you will have to add them, reprint them, and sign the document.  
o There is a special barcode on each visa application that makes it necessary for you to print the 

document and sign it. 
o In the old application, the Letter of Invitation number was not necessary, and your PRC could fill 

in the appropriate dates.  (CHC adds a small buffer to the dates requested for your visa in case 
there are any unplanned delays, emergencies, etc.  It is very important that the dates on your visa 
application reflect the dates shown on your Letter of Invitation, and NOT your actual travel dates.)  

o It is very important that once you receive confirmation from your trip leader that your ‘dates of 
travel’ and Letter of Invitation number have been filled out that you print your application AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE.  From there, you will need to sign it and give it to your trip leader so that 
all of the team’s completed visa applications can be sent to CHC very quickly.  We are often up 
against very short deadlines once we receive your Letter of Invitation, so this is of the utmost 
importance.  

 
 

 



                         Updated 6.30.2011  

Tip: Please keep a copy of the declarant ID and password. Once you have received a declarant ID and 
password, you may login to the website and edit your application with new information each year, rather than 
filling out the entire application every time.  Once you are logged in to the system, you will need to click on 
‘My Applications’ in the upper right hand corner to access your saved visa application. 
 
Below you will find a detailed explanation of how to answer each question on the online application. 
Please utilize these instructions, as it will assist you as you complete the application.  
 
These instructions appear in the same order and grammatical language as they do when you are filling out the 
application online. 
 
 

o Purpose of visit 
o For the first question select ‘cultural’ visits, then ‘humanitarian’ and for the third question ‘common 

humanitarian’ will be your only option. 
o For number of entries choose ‘Single.’ 
o For ‘Date of Entry’ and “Date of Departure” enter actual dates of travel.  
o For the surname  

o Enter your last name. For patronymic enter your middle name (do not leave blank unless you do 
not have a middle name on your passport! They have gotten really picky about this) 

o For the question asking ‘Type of passport’  
o Select tourist 

o For ‘Passport issued by’ enter the information listed in the right corner of your passport under “Issued 
by.” 

o For example ‘US Department of State’ 
o Leave the directive number blank 
o For right now ONLY, leave the number of invitation blank.  

o The PRC will send this number to the trip leader as soon as the letters of invitation are 
received in the office. Once you receive the number, enter as soon as possible, print, sign 
and give to your trip leader immediately! 

o ‘Name of organization to be visited’  
o Enter “Fund Nadezhda.” 

o ‘City of organization to be visited’  
o Enter Vladimir.  

o ‘Routes of journey (points of destination)’  
o Enter all cities or towns and regions you will be visiting. For example, Moscow, Vladimir, 

Lukhtanovo, OR Moscow, Kirov, Slobodskoye. (*Note: when you enter a city, you must click 
the ‘+’ in order for it to be in the correct text box.) 

o For your home address and work information 
o Enter your FULL address with city, zip code, fax number (if applicable) etc. 

o ‘Do you have a medical insurance policy in Russia’  
o Choose ‘yes’ – you will be covered under Global Underwriters Policy # US022423 

o ‘Who will pay for your trip and stay in Russia’  
o Enter Children’s HopeChest. 

o ‘Marital Status’  
o Choose the appropriate answer. Once you have chosen, more applicable questions related to 

your spouse’s information will appear. Be sure to fill in all information! 
o ‘List all countries you have visited in the last 10 years and year of visit’ 

o Select year and country in the drop down box. Then click “add” to enter in the text box. If you 
have visited a country more than once, you will only have to enter it once, and choose the 
year of your last visit. 

o ‘Did the other countries give out the passports to you’  
o Click ‘yes’ and choose USA (if you are traveling on a US passport). 

 
 

o ‘Where you worked in the other place’ 
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o List the last place you worked before your current location/employer. You will enter your last 
TWO places of employment before the current one. 

o ‘Whether you received education in higher education establishment’  
o List the name of university or college you attended, the years of attendance and the full 

address. 
o “List all charity organizations to which you are a part”  

o If there is nothing to list, enter “N/A.” 
o ‘Where you plan to stay in Russia’  

o Enter “Ismailova Hotel, Izmailovskoye Highway, 71 Moscow 105187.” You may leave the 
phone number blank. 

o “Have you ever received a visa?”  
o Enter yes. From there you will be asked “where” and “when.” 
o Enter “Washington D.C.” because we use the consulate there. For ‘when’ enter the date the 

visa was issued. You will find this on your former visa in your passport.  
o There is a “notes” box at the end of the application, leave this blank. 
o ‘Appointment date’  

o Enter the date you are filling out the application. 
o ‘Visa appointment location’  

o Select United States. 
o ‘Visa issuing office’ 

o Select Washington. 
 

 At the end click “save and send”.  
 
**And, finally, PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN AND DATE YOUR APPLICATION! Thank you!** 

 



 
 
 
 

Short–Term Application  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Trip Location and date:            
Last Name: (as it appears on your passport)         
First and Middle Name: (as on your passport)         
Name you go by: (first and last) 
_________________________________________________________________    
Passport Number:            
Date of Issuance: Day____ Month___ Year___ Expiration Date: Day____ Month_____ Year   
Date of Birth: Day______Month____ Year_____ 
Place of Birth (City, State):           
Current Nationality: ____________________ Previous Nationality: ____________________   
Previous Names (including maiden name) 
_______________________________________________       
Spouse’s Full Name:             
 
Complete Home Address: (city, state, zip) 
______________________________________________________      
             
             
 
Home Phone: (___)_____________ Work / School Phone: (      )       
Mobile Phone: (      )             
 
*Place of Employment or School 
________________________________________________________________     
*Employment Position:            
*Complete Work or School Address: (complete street, city, state, zip) 
________________________________        
             
 
E-mail Address:            
 
Name and phone number of Emergency Contact (remaining in the U.S.):  
            
             
 
*We must have this information to apply for your Russian Visa. 

Instructions: Please fill out this form completely and legibly – use information 
from your passport. 
There should be no blank lines. If an item doesn’t apply to you, write “N/A”.  
Please return application to: Children’s HopeChest  PO Box 63842  Colorado 
Springs, CO  80962 



Name of Church             
Pastor’s Name____________________  Pastor’ Phone Number      
 
Previous Overseas Travel – Place, Purpose and Year of visit      
   __________________________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
• General Health:           
 
• Have you had a physical within the last year? � Yes � No 

   
• Are you planning on getting the recommended vaccinations by the CDC? � Yes � No 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Do you have any pre-existing medical conditions? � Yes � No 
 Explain:__________________________________________________________________ 
 (Depending on your pre-existing condition, Children’s HopeChest may require a medical 

release from your doctor to go on this trip.) 
 
• What medications are you currently taking or will be taking at the time of this trip?  

             
 
• Please list any physical limitation that may prevent you from participating in certain 

activities overseas:         
            

 
• Please notify us of any dietary restrictions.       

  __________________________________________________________ 
 **Due to the nature of your trip, we cannot guarantee that all of your provided meals will 

meet your specific requirements.    
 
 
Have you ever been convicted of a crime? (Other than a minor traffic violation) � Yes � No 
If yes, please explain.  
 
            
            
             
 
 



Please list at least three references, phone numbers and how long you have known them below.  
(Do not include family members) 
1)__________________________________________________________________________ 
2)__________________________________________________________________________ 
3)__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Personal Covenant 
Understanding that service is a way of demonstrating my faith. I promise to abide by this 
covenant. 
 
• I agree to share my faith in a respectful Christian manner. 
• I agree to cooperate at all times with the leader and others in the group concerning all 

activities including:  daily work, food, lodging, transportation, and I agree to stay with the 
group when expected to do so. I agree to abstain from habits that may offend others and to 
be aware that my behavior represents my Christian faith.  

• I understand that group cooperation is essential to the success of the mission and I take full 
responsibility for being a part of team activities. 

• I agree that I am under the authority of the team leader and the HopeChest staff for my own 
protection and that of the team. 

• I will work as a member of the team, having a flexible attitude, setting aside my own 
personal agenda for the betterment of the team.  

• I will submit to the authority of the team leader and I will follow instructions.  
• I will do my best to submerge myself in the local culture as much as possible and will 

refrain from expressing (whether by work, implication or action) criticism of the local way of 
doing things.  

• I will do my best to willingly adapt to different/difficult living conditions. 
 
Signature______________________________________________Date:     



Kidnapping and Hostage Taking of  
Children’s HopeChest Employees and Volunteers 

 
International acts of terrorism, violence and kidnapping are a tragic part of current reality. As 
Children’s HopeChest grows and touches the lives of more people in a variety of countries, it is 
always possible that Children’s HopeChest employees or volunteers may be affected.  
 
We recognize the difficult decisions involved when hostages are taken; however, we believe that 
governments, organizations, and individuals have a common interest in not giving in to terrorist 
demands. We strongly believe that concessions, whenever they are made, only encourage 
further attacks and put additional people at risk. Children’s HopeChest is prepared to use every 
legitimate means to secure the release of any of our employees or volunteers being held hostage.  
 
This form is a bit daunting but we have been advised to have all foreign travelers sign it. Let us 
begin by saying that we have never felt that we were in any danger of terrorist acts or that anyone 
traveling with us has ever been at any risk of being kidnapped. When traveling internationally, 
everyone needs to acknowledge that anything is possible, however unlikely. The purpose of the 
following policy statement is not to scare you but to establish how Children’s HopeChest would 
deal with acts of terrorism involving its employees or volunteers. Please read, sign and return the 
following, confirming your understanding of this policy.  
 
Please initial here that you have read this page: 
_______ 
 
 

 
Continued on next page 



Employee / Volunteer Agreement 
Children’s HopeChest will make no concessions to terrorists. We will not negotiate for the 
payment of ransom for the release of hostages or prisoners. Children’s HopeChest will cooperate 
with the appropriate governmental agencies to insure that all perpetrators of violent acts against 
its employees / volunteers are brought to justice. All persons in Children’s HopeChest who are / 
or potentially will be in areas of the world where this is a risk shall sign a document which affirms 
they have read and understood this policy.  
 

Release and Hold Harmless Agreement  
I wish to participate in a Children’s HopeChest short-term trip as specified in this 

application. In consideration of acceptance for this trip, I, being of legal age, do hereby authorize 
any necessary medical and/or dental treatment on my behalf/ on behalf of my minor child 
__________________, should I be unable to give such consent. This consent includes 
reasonable medical and/or dental treatment including but not limited to diagnostic tests, x-rays 
examinations, anesthesia, or other procedures which may be deemed necessary to my medical 
well-being / the medical well-being of my minor child for the duration of the trip.  

I hereby voluntarily release and hold harmless Children’s HopeChest, its officers, agents, 
and employees, acting officially or otherwise, from all manner of suits, actions, claims, demands, 
and liabilities which may arise from my participation / the participation of my minor child in this 
trip. I authorize the designated leader of the trip to arrange for my / my minor child’s premature 
return home should this be deemed necessary. I understand that this will be at my own expense 
should the reason be, as concluded by the leader, my / my minor child’s inability to work together 
with the team in an appropriate manner.  

I recognize that conditions in some of the places to which I / my minor child will travel 
may not be of the same standard as the conditions to which I am accustomed (i.e., political 
governments and judicial systems). I further realize that there may be certain health and 
detainment risks as well as other known and unknown risks to me / my child and I enter / allow 
my minor child to enter into participation in this trip with knowledge of this.  

I understand that this document constitutes a full and complete waiver of all possible 
claims, including claims of negligence in personal injury or property loss and / or damage, arising 
out of my participation / the participation of my minor child in this trip. By signing this agreement, I 
acknowledge that I have read and accept its terms.  

I agree that the information provided is true to the best of my knowledge and I understand 
that by submitting my application I am not insured a spot on a team.  

I have read the Kidnapping and Hostage Taking of Children’s HopeChest Employees and 
Volunteers section of this application, and fully understand that in the event that I am held as 
hostage or a victim of kidnapping, Children’s HopeChest will use every legitimate means to 
secure my release but will not make any concessions nor negotiate payment of ransom for my 
release.  
 
Signature of Traveler_______________________________ Date _______________________ 
(Parent’s Signature if under 18)  
 
Witness_________________________________________Date_________________________  
 
 
As a contract or volunteer worker of Children’s HopeChest, we are required to have on record the 
name and address of your designated beneficiary.  This is the person to whom life insurance 
benefits would be paid in the unlikely event you die while serving with Children’s HopeChest.  
Please indicate name, address and the relationship of your beneficiary below: 
 
Printed Beneficiary Name:______________________ Relationship:_______________________ 
Address:____________________________________ _____Phone:_______________________ 
Your Signature:________________________________Date:____________________________ 



 
 

 
 

Power of Attorney 
 

KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS: 
 

 
That I, ____________________________, parent of ___________________________,  residing at 
______________________________________, do make, constitute and appoint 
___________________________________ due and lawful attorney in fact for me in my name, 
place, and stead during the trip that my child is taking with 
_____________________________________ to the Russian Federation, Swaziland, Uganda, 
Ethiopia, Guatemala, India, or South Africa in ___________, 20__.  The authority includes but 
is not limited to the right to allow my child to travel internationally, to make medical decisions 
necessary for my child, to sign all necessary legal documents for me, retain any necessary 
attorneys or agents in the afore mentioned countries, to obtain any necessary passports, 
visas, travel documents, or make any travel arrangements for my child’s travel. 
 
Granting and giving unto said attorney in fact full authority and power to do and perform any 
and all acts necessary or incident to the performance and execution of the power herein 
expressly granted, with power to do and perform all acts authorized hereby, as full to all 
intents and purposes and the grantor might or could do if personally present with full power 
of substitution. 
 
In testimony, whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this ____ day of _________, 20__.  
 
Name: _______________________________________________ 
 
Signature: ________________________________________________ 



Memorandum of Understanding

I, ____________________________________, freely choose to allow my child, 
____________________________ to participate in a Children’s HopeChest short-term mission 
trip to either Russia, Swaziland, Ethiopia or Uganda in ____________________.  I am the sole 
legal guardian of ____________________________. 

Initial ______ 
Release of Liability
I hereby release Children’s HopeChest, its officers, directors, agents, volunteers and employees 
acting officially or otherwise, from all manner of suits, actions, claims, demands, and liabilities 
which may arise from participation in this trip.  I surrender all my rights to any legal liability on 
the part of Children’s HopeChest or any other individual or organization involved in which the 
liability results from sickness, injury, or death that may occur on or related to this trip.  I fully 
understand there are hazards and I am fully assuming these risks, including but not limited to 
hazardous traffic and transportation, dangers resulting from military actions, political unrest, 
natural disasters, sickness and/or disease.  I am aware there are many unknown risks 
associated with this trip. 

Initial ______ 
Permission to Make Medical Decisions
I hereby authorize the designated trip leader to make any necessary medical and/or dental 
treatment on my behalf should I be unable to give such consent.  This consent includes but is 
not limited to CPR, diagnostic tests, x-ray examinations, anesthesia, or other procedures which 
may be deemed necessary to my medical well-being.  I understand that Children’s HopeChest 
and all leaders, individuals and organizations associated with this trip will not be responsible for 
any and all medical/dental bills incurred related to this trip. 

Initial ______ 
Permission to Travel
I have given full permission for my child, ______________________________, to travel 
internationally without being accompanied by his or her parent.  I understand that problems may 
arise regarding entering a foreign country, and I assume these risks, including responsibility for 
financial re-imbursement to Children’s HopeChest.  If for any reason my child is unable to enter 
a foreign country as a minor, unaccompanied by an adult, I will be fully responsible for the 
financial requirements of my child being escorted home.

Initial ______ 

Agreement of Understanding
I understand that at any time, the trip leader has the authority to send my daughter back to the 
United States at my expense. 

Initial ______ 

I understand and will comply with the payment policy associated with this trip to Russia, 
Swaziland, Ethiopia or Uganda. 

Initial ______

I understand that this document includes a full and complete waiver of all possible claims, 
including but not limited to claims of negligence in personal injury or property loss and/or 
damage including but not limited to loss of luggage and stolen or lost property. 

Initial ______ 
Date: _____________________ 

Name: _____________________________  Signature: ______________________________


